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Deck The Halls 
 

The well-known melody of “Deck The Halls” is thought 
to be a Welsh tune from the 16th century.  The beloved 
English lyrics were written by a Scottish musician, 
Thomas Oliphant, and appeared first in1862. 
 
Arnold Harris has taken this famous melody and its  
“fa la la la la” refrain and added syncopations and off 
beat entrances that reverberate between the choral 
sections and give the piece a new pulsing energy.   
 
The 3rd verse is in a different key and slower tempo 
setting the stage for a rollicking return to the 1st verse at 
the original speed. 
 
Your chorus and audience will certainly enjoy this new 
and vibrant setting of this cherished carol. 
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